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Organized camping in Japan
- Focusing on Gakushuin school Swimming Exercises
in the late 19th to early 20th century -

SHABEXE: vV THR) WREEB(REMEIEAK YMCA)
BEHEH(KRE+ ¥ > THR)
Taro YOSHIDA, Kenjiro HAYASHI, Tetsuo SAKAI

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the contents of Gakushuin School Swimming
Exercises and verify whether it is suitable as the first organized camping in Japan. The
author surveyed its history, regulation, and manuals, and examined the relationship with
Nogi Maresuke. Nogi was the 10th Chancellor of the school and known as the first person
to introduce tenting to this swimming exercise with his educational philosophy. He also
met the Beden-Powell who was the founder of Boy scout movement in London in 1911 and
introduced boy scout to Japan. Therefore, his first swimming exercises in 1907 was called
“Scout Style” and recognized the first organized camping in Japan. The author also
compared the definition of the organized camping which was made by American Camping
Association and National Camping Association of Japan with regulation and manuals of
the swimming exercise before Nogi arranged it. The results indicated that the swimming
exercises began in 1880, the regulation and manuals had been arranged in a few years.
Regardless of the tent stay, in the early stages of swimming exercise, the elements of
organized camping were found in the regulation and manuals. July 1891 that was
confirmed by the materials was recognized as a sprout of organized camping in Japan. In
addition, the results also indicated that the swimming exercise conducted by Nogi in 1907
was eight days before Beden-Powell’s first camping at Brownsea Island. Nogi did not join
the swimming exercises after he met Beden-Powell in London in 1911. Therefore, it is
reasonable to recognize that it was not possible for Nogi to conduct “Scout Style” swimming
exercises in 1907.
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